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Preface : A major factor to interpret the sentences lies in a science titled “pragmatics”. This
science studies “meaning” when the sentence is used in the outside world. Sentences, if not
applied in proper situations, can not have any share in communication. We, as speakers, know
what to utter, and know ,as well, how to react against what we hear as an addressee.
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Situation Context

Meaning can never be considered separate from the context for the outside environment is
impressive on the meaning of the sentences. For instance, somebody loudly says “Time”. The
meaning of this word is different in various situations : he might be selling the magazine “Time”
or asking about time or intending to go to “Time” Square. In addition to the words, sentences,
too, are dependent upon the situation context. In other words, their meaning is due to the
situation they have been created at :

a-Can you lend me some money ?

b-Fetch my wallet. (Yes)

a-The telephone is ringing.(answer it.)

b-I'm taking a shower.( | can’t)
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Characteristics

Characteristics are the language elements bounding to situation context and imply place, time
or person. They can be grasped through contextual situation. In order to understand what the
speaker says, the addressee should know the place, time and the speaker himself.

Types of place characteristics : here, there, down, up
Types of time characteristics : yesterday , tomorrow , later, before

Types of person characteristics : personal pronouns
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Substitutes

Words laying on co-setting axis impress the meaning of each other leading to the transmission
of the meaning of the words to each other or even removing the meaning of some. In such a
condition, the meaning of the sentence can be grasped just throuhj the contextual situation :

a-Two black . ( coke)

Here, the core is removed and the dependents convey the meaning instead.
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Ellipsis

In a number of the sentences, removing the dependents as a matter of redundancy, the core
remains without leaving any obscurity in the meaning :

You gave him the package, didn’t you ?
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lllocutionary force

In the field of speech act, the theory of illocutionary force was introduced by Austin, a
philosopher in the Oxford School of thought. The theory was in fact, an opposition toward the
the semantic tri-run principle which believed :

- Plain sentences are the major form of the sentences in the language .
—The main application of the language is due to give information.
— The truthfulness of a sentence can be determined.

Austin believed that plain sentences are not the major form of the language, the main
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Application of language is not due to give information, and the truthfulness of a sentence can
not always be determined :

- | promiss to study my lessons tomorrow.

—I bet that you’ll be scored “A” in your exam tomorrow.

—I swear that | have not taken the money.

—I warn you to answer to the questions.
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Austin titles these sentences “statements” since they refer to an act; in all such sentences an
act is introduced through a verb. According to Austin, not the truthfulness of these sentence,
but their act is a matter of importance. Sentences areeither practical or non-practical.
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Austin believes that the creation of a “statement” requires a speaker. He titles this act as
“speech act” and then titles its influence on the addressee as “illocutionary force”.
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In addition to Austin, several other philosiphers and linguists, including Serel studied the nature
of speech act. Serel categorizes the statements into five categories :

Presentative speech act : Declares the speaker’s presentations.Eg. conformation, emphasis
Persusive speech act : The speaker persuades sb to do something. Eg. ask, order

Emotional speech act : Declares the speaker’s emotions . Eg. apology, congradulation
Announcement speech act : The speaker determines conditions . Eg. condemn, forgive
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Grice’s Principles

According to the English philosopher, Grice , communication benefits some principles, titled as
“collaboration principles “.
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Quantity principle : The information transferred to the addressee should not be less or more
than the amount needed. This principle is ignored when the mislead of the addressee is
intended.
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Quality principle : The information transferred to the addressee should be truth-based . This
principle can be ignored when being polite is necessary.

AL o 48 Coil ey a8l g puiasa blaiipe g L DS K1, a8l g gein e b dadi e ol e S 1 Bl ) Jul
S pase | iy g snge aitl e 5 et i Aald) 40 Jile e Ko bl 40 45 b 5 aib g em e lsa
flaias a0 gl

2ol el 1o

ﬁ\od\ﬁ‘ﬁ.\.‘\cﬂ\_ﬁ‘;\;\m)}h&.\\)d

) oa K ol

PSSt PRS- PHPgIE

et lga (i 4y il 55 03 4S an & o e sk ladyl

?b)}L%QSJﬁ&LbJ\
23 s sl Ax 5

) 53 (o s it (S Gy 4y puala 48 ailegd (oo ibalie 4 ¢ el Jaal Gl g dadi e gy 3l b Ll o
S pase ) S g pnse



Communication principle : What is uttered should be relevant to the subject. This principle is
ignored when the speaker implies not to go on with the discussion .

Here a disagreement is implied :
-Let’s go to the cinema this evening.
— | have to prepare for a test tomorrow.

Here a rejection is implied :
-The telephone is ringing .
— I'm taking a shower .

Here a refusion is implied :
-How is the job going on ?
- What a nice weather it is today .
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Semantics is the study of pragma and meaning in human languages which deals with the
relation of the words to the original motivation.Semantics focuses on the relations between the
indicators such as words, phrases and signs along with the reason why they are used . Long
before Linguistic, the scholars dealt with the nature of meaning as a major issue in philosophy.
Semantics is a subdivision of Semiology .
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Semiology

Semiology is a branch of linguistics which deals with the semio orders such as languages and
signs. It includes the holistic study of signs and the extraction of meaning out of them and has a
greater domain in comparison with the sole study of meaning itself .Semantics was originally
initiated by Saussure, the Swiss Linguist. His theories in semiology, however, originate in in the
theories of Plato and Sucrates.
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Sign is a means to show another thing, in other words a sign matches its features with what it
refers to . According to Saussure semio consists of the phone model and the mental image of
what it indicates. Saussure distinguishes between the voice and phone model . He believes that
voice is the indication of the production of a set phonemes which prove various differences
each time produced, while phone model is abstract presented in the language order .
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An American philosopher,Charles Sanders Pires,presented a three dimension pattern for semio:

acon, interpretation , subject reference to the semio .
Pires was of the first to categorize the units of semiology,classifying them to those three groups
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Acon Semio :

A sign consisting similarity between the form and the meaning , eg. painting
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Interpretation Semio :

A sign consisting a natural relation between the form and the meaning, eg. smoke and fire
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Symbolic Semio :

A sign consisting a conractive relation between the form and the meaning , eg. traffic lights
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Individual Language :

The meaning of the words are piled in the mind of those who speak a language.The information
we get from outside are all our individual information .The information forms a language which

is individual as it is formed according to our own personal selections out of the outside
environment.Therefore we own a personal language to use for our personal thinking. This
language is titled as “individual language” . No two individual languages exist to be quite the
same, as there are no two people to have the same outside knowledge . However, we can
communicate, speak and understand each other. Here , we speak holistically which is based on
our outside knowledge though,it does not indicate the differences as it is based on the common
points. It is the language used for communication which can be titled as “social language”.
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Semantic Triangle :

In their Article, Agden and Richards introduce a hypothesis which relates the language forms to
their existing refrences in the outside world through imagination. In their hypothesis, the
relation between the reference and the referee is indirect and is established through an
imagination resulting to a triangle. In the triangle, the indication takes place between the
reference and imagination and between the referee and imagination. In order to prove that the
relation between the reference and the referee is indirect and there occurs no indication
between these two, they have drawn this run of the triangle hatch form .



o ) (0 z oA e Bledlaan s gu Sl alaa o 315 pbai gLy sl s e ddadl ) 4ar (A Qe <l
Aok

Intra-language Indication : In one aspect, it indicates the relation among the language units
such as the words and the sentence, and in another, it indicates the refrences in the outside
world.
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Inter-language Indication : It indicates the semantic relation between the language units inside
the language order. To give definitions for the words, dictionaries usually benefit from inter-
language indication .
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A traditional method of studying the meaning is to explain a definition according to a set of
features related to that special subject. Fort instance, the features to consider an object a
“man” are considered as necessary features, and if they manage to prove the object a man,
they are considered as sufficient features .
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To indicate a man, being a human being along with being a male are necessary but not
sufficient, as they can not distinguish a boy from a man, therefore another feature, maturity,
must be added to tell a man from a boy.
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Semantic elements

An approach in linguistics considers the semantic package of a word as an abstract meaning
formed of semantic elements, analyzing which results in the similarities and points of contrast
of the words in relation. The advantage here is that it can be of help to categorize the creatures
into natural groups :

man boy
human + human +
male + mall +
adult + adult -
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Semantic Relations :

Synonymy is among the most important of the semantic relations. Dictionaries, in particular,
benefit synonymy to clarify the meaning of a word . eg. world : universe
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It should be noticed that absolute synonymy is out of sense, as there are no two words with
guite a same meaning in the glossary of a language . For instance, it is proper to say : “a trip
round the world” while “a trip round the universe” is not right .
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Antonymy

Antonymy consists of various types.
In a type, nongradable, contradiction of one is the proof of the other, eg. open # close. In
another type, gradable, words are considered gradable adjectives, the existence of which does
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not directly contradict the existence of the other. For instance when it is said “it is not hot” it
does not necessarily mean “it is cold”.Moreover grades can be considered for these adjectives :
eg. colder .
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Another type is bipartite antonymy, such as man and wife .Here a bipartite relation exists
meaning that if “A” is the husband “B” should necessarily be the wife.
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One other type of antonymy consists opposite words through negative prefixes, such as
“honest and dishonest”: eg. He is honest. ...... He is not dishonest.
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The last type of antonymy is directional antonymy, eg. north and south .
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Homonymy

Words with a same spelling and pronunciation but different meanings are homonyms. There
exists no semantic relations between these words and have distinct lexical entries in a
dictionary. Eg. bank & bank
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Homography

Words with a same spelling while different pronunciations are homograph . eg. wind & wind
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Homophony
Words with different spelling while a same pronunciation are homophones. Eg. there and their
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Monosemy
Monosems are the words which have merely one referent, and solely one meaning, eg. melon.
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Polysemy

Various words with one origin and a single lexical entry in the dictionary are polysems. Eg. head
Polysemy is possibly originated either in the duration of history (eg. book) or in metaphor (eg.
table leg). Considerably, polysemy is a major reason of ambiguity.
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Collocation

A word may occur with certain other words; this occurance feature is titled collocation .
Eg. magnetic field
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Hyponymy

Hyponymy is the term to indicate the inclusion of several meanings in one meaning unit. The
one, meaning unit, is titled as “hyponym” and the ones, included are “subhyponyms”: and
finally the related subhyponyms are “cohyponyms”. As an instance, “cow” is the hyponym, and
calf, bull and ox are “subhyponyms”. Calf, bull and ox are “cohyponyms”.
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Meronymy

Meronymy indicates the hierarchical relations of the whole meaning to the subwhole.
Considering the hand as a whole, the wrist, forehand, elbow and the arm are the subwholes.
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Semantic Inference

This term indicates the inevitable inference from a particular statement . Sentence “B” here is
an inevitable interference of sentence “A”.

A-Monkey milks its baby .

B-Monkey is a mamal .
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Presupposition

This term indicates the possibility of guessing further subjects out of a particular piece of
information. Sentence “B” is a presupposition concluded from sentence “A”.

A-George’s sister is married.

B-George certainly has a sister.
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Redundancy
This term indicates the repetition of synonym words in a sentence:
Joe is a nice kind man.
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Paraphrase

Two sentences with two distinct surface structures but the same meaning (same deep
structures) are paraphrases.

The thief was chased by the policeman.

The policeman chased the thief.

14
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Synecdoche

A synecdoche, (meaning "simultaneous understanding") is a figure of speech in which a term
for a part of something refers to the whole of something, or vice-versa. For example, referring
to a congregation as the church or workers as hired hands .
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Associative meaning

The associative meaning of an expression has to do with individual mental understandings of
the speaker.
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Connotative meaning

Though these meanings may not be strictly implied by relevant definitions, they show up in
common or preferred usage regardless.
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Collocative meaning
Describes words that regularly appear together in common use.
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Social meaning

Process where words are used to establish relationships between people and to delineate social
roles.
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Emotional meaning

Reflected meaning has to do with when one sense of a particular word affects the
understanding and usage of all the other senses of the word.
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Reflected meaning

It has to do with when one sense of a particular word affects the understanding and usage of
all the other senses of the word.
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Thematic meaning
It concerns itself with how the order of words spoken affects the meaning that is entailed.
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Contradiction

Contradiction occurs when the content of a sentence contradicts the content of another
sentence :

A-Jack is married.
B-Jack is single.
Each of the sentences “A” and “B” contradicts each other.
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Simile

A simile is a figure of speech explicitly involving @ comparison .

There exist three elements in a simile :
simulated subject — simile subject — simulation transitors — simulation subject

Example : Her lip is red like ruby .

lip : simulated subject
ruby : simile suject

like : simulation transitor
red : simulation subject

o jladial
il 8030315 S0 ) e (8 Ry jle 4y ine 4 0l

Lol 5o Jlie (ol ity 8Ly 45 Koo Ll g 5 g o Apui A g 5 Anul bl Al 48 3 35 o (Bina (ile ) o slatiad
A sl dal oy )8

Jshae 43 253 A5l Jslae o gdle Jo S line Shnila a8 4, Ca) 4L Con s (line Jdiila o 5 o jlaiad
O dal el angii 50 258 e dgm ab Al b 4 Jal Jsdae s gdle dal da lail 50 3,558 (e sy G g S0
25 ) A s (e s
S e AR 5 Dl )
A ee AR 5 D Gl ) Gy

Metaphor

A metaphor is a figure of speech which implies a comparison .

Metaphor comes to being when simulated subject , simulation transitor and simulation subject
are all removed, leaving simile subject by itself. Metaphor is a type of substitution in relation to
simulation.

Eg. The heaven breeze out of your breath !
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Metonymy

Metonymy is a figure of speech in which a thing or concept is called not by its own name but
rather by the name of something associated in meaning with that thing or concept. It is
categorized in two groups :

a-whole to component : Tehran agreed with the negotiations. (Iranian government)
b- container and the content: The kettle is boiling. (the water in the kettle)
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Explicit Meaning

This term indicates the direct referential meaning of a sentence extracted out of the meanings
of the elements making it up. Eg. Open the door.
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Implicit Meaning

This term indicates the meaning implied in the sentence according to the contextual situation.
Eg. The telephone is ringing .
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Manner of Expression Principle

Expressing a statement should be clear,ie out of any ambiguity. However, it is sometimes stated
obscurely in order that the by-addressee do not realize to his/her intension.

owﬁ\ﬁcjﬁdjth‘ﬂgdbj\ﬁ_Jﬁ@c}\jdﬁqueﬁj‘)qobﬁgégl\u\GA&AA@UMU_@M
SSoB Ol a ¢ il s ) o5l sline A sy 5 g, 4 s BT L) 2l a5 (338 e g Jslae 5 I
:JJ\JJ‘P)@M‘;‘):\SJJ&‘}:\Q‘MYW_&}gw‘ﬁu’.ﬂ

L)l Al aiile 280 e 8 2 sA Jslae b sl Gaisy 5 (3 (ol sl G sa Blad a1 JlhaS s ol gl i385
& & s

W 035 psgde (s b M aans g S 5a 835 sde 4 La 3155 a e il gy ) 258 (e Caely 4S 1B e 5 KT
A o0 s B A 85l pede dr (s 8 54l

ol 5 o S seie el b Mia 358 e (olatl LS 55 S50 o line calid o 2 aS 1 lina (5 3500
Al eSS sede

EJ&AJMGQDJ\)(;}@A@;JMBJQ Jﬁc#ﬁ&h)du\ﬁw‘)sgméﬁjﬂﬁwm
QM%{}A&A&u\o‘pu‘)H\P‘)AJMM\P@ﬁu@MU“mb}\)dmu‘e)@.ncdﬁdﬁ

m)ggga\)s‘;scb))@\J@iub)&\jm\aﬁ@hukhjm‘ﬁm‘a\

Clarity of meaning

Clarity of meaning indicates the feature in which meaning can be grasped directly . The contrary
feature is titled meaning obscurity , for which there exist three motivations :

Phonttic motivation : It considers the reference in a probable link with its referee. Eg. hee ha
Inflectional motivation : It helps to come to the meaning through the combination of the
meaning of the morphemes which form the word . Eg. boohshop booh + shop

Semantic motivation : Here, semantic similes lead to the meaning grasp of the metaphors .
Eg. leg of the table leads to the meaning of leg .

Clarity is influentional in sentences as well. If the combination of the meaning of the words
making up the sentence is the same as its meaning, the sentence is considered as clear in
meaning. On the other hand, items like proverbs are considered as obscure .
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